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What did you do in WW I,

Neil Tucker? Part3of 3 New Fielder Exhibit coming mid-Augustd 4

(as told to Rebecca Tucker, AHS Board Member)

Note: The following is Part 3 of an oral history of Cooper Neil
Tucker during WW I, as told to his wife, Rebecca Tucker. Neil
was a lifelong resident of Arlington, Texas, and a descendent of
Arfington pioneer James Daniel Cooper. Neil passed away April
21, 2010. This document was part of a history assignment while
Rebecca was attending Dallas Baptist University during the mid
1990s. The assignment was to obtain an oral history of WWII
experiences. Neil was nine years old when America entered the
war.

What did vou think about Mussolini?
Oh, | hated old Mussolini. Hirohito, Mussolini and Hitler
they were the bad guys.

What did you think about the Germans and the Japa-
nese?

0Bankhead Highway thjroughn

Front Street Festivab 2012 will be on Sat- 4
urday, September 28 Mark your calendar

Annual Preservation Celebratiord at the 5&6

Howell Family Farmsd a big hit !!

Arlington Steak House designates August 19 6
as Arlington Historical Society Day !

Old Timers and Gardens Club schedules 6
into 2013

How well do you know your
Arlington History?

1. What is the name of the Arlington man who served in
WWII and was awarded the Medal of Honor, the na-
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We heard a lot about the atrocities being carried out b
the Germans. Storiecoming out of the German priso
camps. We had a lot of fiyers shot down durinifpe bomb-
ing raids out of England over France and Germanyvher-
ever the German troops were at that time. | was scared @f
the Germans and the Japanese; they were the enemy dnd
therefore bad and | hated them too. The Japanese were
portrayed as sneaky rotten bastards and | hated them3}lI
didn't know any Japanese people so what | heard wgs
all | knew.

2. What was the name of the popular restaurant on E.
Division that was sold in 2011, having become an
Arlington icon, serving three generations (from
1957)?
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front of the new (in 1967) Vandergriff Dealership on
the NE corner of E. Division & Collins?

4. What ever happened to the five large granite mega-
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were on the north side of 120, designed to be the cen-
terpiece of an office park that never materialized?

5. What was name of the Presbyterian minister/surveyor
who (in the mid 1870s) platted the route of the T& P
Railway through eastern Tarrant County and laid out
the original half -mile square town of Arlington?

6. From the 1950s to 1985, when Arlington State Col-
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the football games. Who was that?
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(continued on page 2)
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What did you do in WW |l (continued from page 1)

What did you think about the Italians?
They were sort of a joke. They didn't have much of an army; it would be sort of like Mexico putting together an army. fhe
Italians were ineffective; they were part of the Axis. We didn't hear any positive things about the Italian effantthe war.

What did vou think of FDR?

He was just a notch below God. | think the whole country felt that way. You just did not say anything bad about FDR. Now |
don't know how it was in states where you had Republicans; there weren't any Republicans in Arlington then, at leastfhot
that | knew of. Nobody, or at least | never heard anybody, said anything baloout FDR. He was as close to a king as jjive
ever had, | guess. Actually he was-elected to a fourth term right before he died; he served 12 years and probalaguld
have declared himself king if he had a mind to. | don't think anybody woulthve cared; not in Arlington anyway. Eve

body thought he was about thgreatest thing there was.

Why did everybody think he was so wonderful?
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the New Deal, and the CCC camps and the WPA. There are still a lot of things around they built. They built the Unidlh Hall
where we meet- the plaque is right by the front door. Arlington State College football field used have a rock fence a
the way around it that was built by the WPA. They were building anything just to put people to work. FDR's programs put
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n't know any of them. They were people with jobs anthoney and didn't need any help. All | heard about his programs w
good and as it turned out they were good for the country. Water conservation was born because of the Tennessee \falley
program. It was the war effort that made FDR into a Superman; it turned him into the leader of the free worlEDR ang
Winston Churchill.

What did you think, at the time, about Churchill?
Oh, I thought Churchill was great. He was a very outstanding individual; levays smoked a big cigar. He was, next to FIBR,
the greatest world leader everthe champion of democracy.

What did you think, at the time, about Hitler?

| hated Hitler, because he was the one that caused it all. | didn't realize as a lid,| realized later, when | got grown jus
how much the movies changed durinthe war. There was a lot of war propaganda in the movies. The Three Stooges wa@uld
do skits where one would be Mussolini and one would be Hitler. Curly would always be Mussolini and Moe would alw@ys
be Hitler. | didn't really know at the time what propaganda was but | enjoyed the movies and skits because | believediwe
were right and they were wrong- there was no inbetween.

What did vou think about the dropping of the A-bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki?

| remember being tickled to death when it happened. You have to look at it frapar point of view. My Daddy had been figh

ing the Japanese for several years, i&s wounded, and he could have died. We lost thousands of men taking one isi&nd
and then the next one, and the next one. We were all tickled to death when they dropped the bomb because that endefl the
war, and everybody would come home Know it is terrible to think about it like that, but it was saving our guys livesHow-

ever, the decision to kill hundreds of thousands of people had to be a velifficult one. People going to school, going shop-
ping just going about theireveryday activities- they were warned; they dropped leaflets warning them about the bomb§l
don't know what they expected the Japanese people to do, run for the hills or what. | doubt if the warnings helped save
any lives becausé¢'m not sure anything could be done.

(continued on page 3)
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What did you do in WW Il (continued from page 2)

Do vou remember where vou were when vou heard about the death of FDR?
No! I remember people could not accept his death. It went on for years that h=
was still alive and in the basement of the White House. People just coulc  §
believe he was dead. | thoughtwell maybe he might be alive!

Were jobs plentiful after the war?

As far as | know everybody who came home had a job, my friend Nonj@&s
Mother stopped working at Consolidated, | don't really know if she got laid cis &
or quit of if some guy came back from the service and bumped her out of & 1
job or what. Ireally don't know if they had unions or not, they probably dicjill S

have but since nocone in my family worked there, |1 wasn't aware of how a.

that worked. FDR funeral procession leaving

Union Station, Washington, D.C.,
April 14, 1945

Did most_people stay married after their loved ones came home from the
War?

unfaithfulness on both sides and | am sure there was some trouble adjusting. Uncle Johnny and his wife didn'elasonth
after he came home. My Mother and Daddy got a divorce by mail while he wathe South Pacific. Why? ['ll never kno
what that was all about. know Daddy was not faithful- he ended up marrying the nurse that took care d¢fim after he was
wounded in the South Pacific. Maybe that was why. He magve written and asked her for a divorce so he could marry
nurse, | don'tknow. He never came home, he stayed in California. | didn't see him again undihad his heart attack when
was 18, Aunt Beatty and | went out there at that time.

Is_there anything else vou would like to add that | haven't covered?

There are probably all sorts of tales | could tell you. | remember one of my lhigroes was Hopalong Cassidy, and the d&
he came to town to sell war bondsyou know a lot of the movie stars went around the country selling war bonds during tiie

Hoppy came to town, | was so disappointed because he didn't bring his horse with him. He had hishiedded wife, not his
horse, and Wwas furious. | wanted to see the horse, not the wife! That just shows how Kitignk.

During the war, Arlington had a lot of side shows and medicine shows that camoetown, you know The Biggest Man in th
World, The Skinniest Man in th&Vorld, that kind of thing. After | went up to North Texas State College (now the Univ
sity of North Texas), John Wayne and J€fhandler came there selling bonds. | was mad because Jeff Chandlebigger
than John Wayne and that really ticked me off; | thought John Wayne wilas biggest and toughest man alive. Dale Robé
son was another star who camé North Texas, he was an extremely handsome guy and all the girls were crazy about
He was reciting poetry and when he turned around and looked at thgirl that was standing right next to me, she hit th
floor - passed out like a light. | got the hysterics, | thought it was the funniest thing | had ever seen; | hader seen any
thing like it - he just dropped her with a look and | thoughtl wonder if | could do that!"

To sum it all up, the years before the war, my childhood years | am talking abougre just so blissful for a kid, the Uniteq
States was the power of the world guess; Arlington was the center of the world; and | was the center of Arlingtafhere |
was! It just couldn't have been a happier time for me. After the warhlad to grow up.
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Oh, there were a lot of marriages that fell apart because when a guy is gone 8 gears a lot happens. | am sure there wads
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR - DONST MI SS I T
Front Street Festival 2012 i September 29 fi 10 to 4

Vendors already signed up (itdéds not to
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Sandy and Don

SMALL TOWN COURAGE
ARLINGTON, TEXAS IN WORLD WAR Il

During World War II, young men and women from small town#=
across America answered the call to arms. Arlington, Texdk
with a pre-war population of approximately 3,500, was no ex

ception. Its young men served in all branches of the arme
forces, participating in every major theater of the global co
flict, from Pearl Harbor to the Battle of The Bulge and beyon
Almost everyone had a family member or loved one serving,
and for others the war was as close as the family next door.
More than forty Arlington hometown servicemen lost their lives during the war years

City Urban Design Center Rendering

The Arlington Historical Society has proposed a plan to enlarge the Neel Kearby Memorial at the
Downtown Library to include the other Arlington boys killed in WWII. We are partnering with the
City of Arlington Parks Department to apply for a grant to make this a reality. UTA has made a gen-
erous donation, and we have already receivecbntributions from individual donors. The Societ
has also made &ontribution. This is a fitting tribute to the young men who gave their all and to th
families and town that loved them. We are so proud to be a part of it. If you would like to be a part
of this memorial, send your contribution to the Arlington Historical Society (address on page 1),
marked "Arlington WWII Memorial."

New Fielder Exhibit coming -
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(opens mid -August!)
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Thanks for making it a it a great success !!




