Newsletter

The City has Begun Work on
Repair and Restoration

of the Fielder House !!

The Arlington City Council has approved $280,000 in C
munity Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to as|

with improvements at the Fielder House. City staff has beg

working to hire an architectural firm for the design and h;
met with the Arlington Historical Society to discuss t
scope of work. The next steps will be to execute a contr|
with the architectural firm and finalize the scope of work d
the needed improvements for the exterior of the propert
(You will recall that the City is the owner of the Field
property; the Historical Society is the owner of the co
tents.)

These CDBG funds will be used to concentrate on

needed repairs/maintenance to the exterior of the Fields
House, including such items as repair and replacemen
rotted wood, caulking and painting of windows, painting (
all wood trim, and upgrading of the electrical box.

In partnership with the City, the Historical Society will so{
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be submitting an application for a grant of additional fund
to address improvements needed in the interior of th

Fielder House. Such improvements would include resto
wood floors, fireplaces, and lighting to as near as practi
to what they were in the original home, and making elect
cal upgrades.

While this approach does not provide for full implementd
tion of the longrange Master Plan for the Fielder proper
(mentioned in the last issue of the newsletter), these ste
should certainly meet the immediate and urgent needs

prepare the Fielder House for celebration of the 100th an
versary of the historic Home in 2014! And we are very

cited about that!!
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1616 W. Abram St.
(at the Historic Fielder House)
Arlington, TX 76013 817 -460 -4001
Geraldine Mills, Director
fielderh@swbell.net
www.historicalarlington.org
Hours: Fielder House: Tues. through
Sat. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (or by appointment)
Knapp Heritage Park: Sat. & Sun. 1 -4 p.m.
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i Tom Dodson at jeantom@sbcglobal.net
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New! Arlington Historical Society
Display at the Central Library

The Arlington Historical Society, in partnership
GAOK GKS [/ AGe 2F I NI AY:
Central Library, has a beautiful new display case
to house examples of our historical collection.

The case is located on the first floor, to your left

as you enter. Our first display is a World War |l
exhibit featuring our Gold Star men (those who

lost their lives in military service during WW 11).

Please go by and check it out .

We are very pleased to have such a wonderful
venue to highlight our collectian
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The Original Town of Arlington

Part 2 of 2
By Tom Cogdell,
Arlington Historical Society Board Member

Editordés note: I n the previous issue, Tom Cogdell allc e d
Section), its location, and the original grantors of land to the railroad for this 160 acres, granted in 1876.

Below is a plat of the Town of Arlington which subsequently was laid out. The date of this plat is 1878:
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There are several characteristics of the plan that are noteworthy:

1. The railroad is central, with the right of way and generous depot reservation ABCD running across the town at auan§le abo

92° from true north.

2. The streets are parallel to the railroad line (North, Division, Front, Main, and South) or perpendicular (West, Oak, Peg@an
Centre, Mesquite, EIm, and East). All are interior to the town rather than on the edges, outside which as far ascthe plat [§
cerned might remain forest or prairie.

(continued on page 3)
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The Original Town of Arlington (continued from page 2)

3. Main Street is widest. Division Street is narrowest, virtually an alley with no lots facing it.

4. Lots in the central area are narrow for a compact business district, wall to wall stores.

5. Lots at the edges of town, forty in all, are trapezoidal, which could be difficult to fit with future development.

6. It ignores the presence of a road of the traditional kind made by pioneers along the section line between the SotoandnjDavi

lots in the city of Arlington herein described should be used as streets of said town for the use and convenienceiofamespubl
whereas said Railway Company did on tA&d2y of March, 1900 make an offer to the City of Arlington through its Mayor @. D.
King to donate said lots to public use as streets of said city conditioned that said city council adopffasahmap of the City

of Arlington the map of said town recorded on page 584 in Book H of the deed records of Tarrant County."

The T & P therefore dedicated Lot 3 Block 55 and Lot 5 Block 74 of the official map to the City of Arlington. Thgse are
the two lots on the east and west edges through which the section line ran, symbolic of dedicating the €efitire road.

Note the Tarrant Appraisal District Map of April 2, 2012, below, showing a portion of modern central Arlington, with tHa-lloun
ries of the original town of Arlington shown with an added box.

(continued on page 5



