
A story from the Arlington Journal,  
April 21, 1933 

ά! tƛƻƴŜŜǊ - aǊǎΦ WƻƘƴ IΦ ²ŀǘǎƻƴέ 
by Helen Copeland Wessler 

 

(Editor's notes are in parentheses. Mrs. John H. Watson died 
in Arlington three years after this article was written ) 

 

To see Mrs. John Watson in her modern brick home, 
with the electric refrigerator, the telephone connecting 
her with the whole world, the radio with a twist of the 
dial brings to her music of the world-famed artists, it is 
hard to remember that this woman, in her more than 
three score years and ten, has seen the time when the 
best light to be had was a candle, matches were un-
known, fire was kept in the fire place year round, and if 
one needed a new dress, the wool or cotton had to be 
carded, the thread spun, and the cloth woven. Twas 
back in 1812, August 18th, that the then Margaret 
Hutcheson was born in Ray County , in the eastern part 
of Tennessee. She went through the Civil War. It was 
not an uncommon sight to see both the Union and the 
Confederate armies around her home, and the boom of 
the canon could be heard in battle. 

 

The heavy toll of the war, coupled with the freeing of 
the negro slaves, which meant such a heavy loss to 
people of that section, caused the late I. L. Hutcheson, 
Margaret's father, together with his two brothers, and 
their families to come to Texas, where already sisters 
and brothers and other relatives were living. The wag-
ons were loaded with the household furnishings and  
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 Can you match the Legendary Local with  
the proper Venue? 
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Pioneer Arlington Families Honored by 
First United Methodist Church 
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±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ Iŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ - 
3 new exhibits at the Fielder House 
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Lǎŀ ϧ {ŀƳǳŜƭ hǿŜƴǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ {Φ /ƻƻǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
three of their childrenτ1911 (from the Wade 
Family Photo Collection) 
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Arlington Historical Societyôs Supporting 

Memberships and Corporate Sponsorships 

are vital! Wonôt you join us? 

6 

Arlington Garden Club  Schedules 6 

A.  Carrie Coleman 
Rogers  

1.  1st two female UTA engi-

neering graduates (1967)  

B.  Rice Woods Collins  2.  Editorial cartoonist  

C.  Henry George Lampe  3.  ñRaindrops Keep Fallin on 
my Headò 

D.  John Ditto & A. W. 
Collins  

4.  Arlingtonôs first female 
police officer (1972)  

E.  William C. Weeks  5.  Arl. Mineral Well (1893)  

F.  Penny Carlisle & 

Margaret Kantz  

6.  Provided land for  

Arlington College (1895)  

G.  Etta Hulme  7.  Early blacksmith shop  

H.  Martha E. Willbanks  8.  Civic leader first half of 

20th century  

I.  Billy Joe Thomas  9.  Arl. Light, Power, Ice,  
& Water  Co. (1909)  
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PIONEER ARLINGTON FAMILIES  
HONORED BY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

By Martha Rose May Martin, AHS Board Member 
 

The First United Methodist Church (FUMC) in Arlington recently honored the Rose, Gibbins, and Ditto  
pioneer families related to current church members Martha Rose May Martin and her daughter Melissa 
Rose Martin. These historic families were part of this community before the church was organized in 
1877.  The Rose family is honored in Founders Park as one of six families that founded Arlington.  
 
Church members Martha, her husband Ronnie Martin, and their 
daughter Melissa Rose were recognized in the Heritage Sunday 
church service on December 14, 2014 (see adjacent photo).  In addi-
tion, a display case featuring a wealth of photos, family treasures and 
collected artifacts from 150 years and 6 generations was prepared by 
the Historical Committee of the First United Methodist Church.  The 
collection can be viewed at the north entry display case at FUMC 
through February. 
 
James Preston Rose and his wife Cordelia Ditto Rose were founding 
members of FUMC and Cordelia was the 40th member to sign the 
church membership roll.  Their names are recorded on the brass 
plaque at the North Street entrance of FUMC.  Their son, William H. 
Rose (who was Mayor of Arlington from 1919 to 1923),  married Ollie 
Gibbins. Ollie was the daughter of T. J. and Martha Gibbins who, in 
1863, pioneered 1,328 acres in what is now north Arlington.  In 1976, 
the two daughters of William and Ollie, Margaret Leslie Rose May and 
Berta Rose Brown, deeded 200 acres of the original Gibbins Homestead to the City of Arlington. This do-

nation was initially named Rose-Brown-May Park, but 
later was renamed River Legacy Parks.     

 
 

The photo on the left, c. 1922, is of my grandpar-

ents, Ollie Gibbins Rose and Mayor William H. 

Rose, and their daughter (my mother) Margaret 

Leslie Rose. The photo was taken at their home 

at 501 S. Center St. Grandfather Rose developed 

the block and his was the first home built; it was 

located on the southeast corner of S. Center and 

E. First St. (Lot 1, Block 1, William Rose Addi-

tion).  This 500 block and part of the 600 block of 

S. Center St. is listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places, and is named the South Center 

Street Historic District. A City of Arlington 

marker was recently placed there. A dedication 

ceremony will take place in May, which is His-

toric Preservation Month. 
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Come see three new Exhibits at the Fielder House !!  

Museum Hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday  

 

 

±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ Iŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ /ǳǘŜ /ŀǊŘǎ .ŀŎƪ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǘƻ 

ōǳȅ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘŀǘΣ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
ƘŀǘΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ƻŦ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ Iŀǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴ 
through February 14 (appropriate!). The new exhibit was cu-
rated by Geraldine Mills. Some of the hats date to the late 
1800s and early 1900s. There are also some vintage Valen-
ǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŎŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘΦ {ŜŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΦ 
 

! ōƛǘ ƻŦ !ǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-American History 
While at the museum checking out the hats and the cards, 
ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƎŀƴŘŜǊ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ IƛƭƭΣέ !Ǌπ
ƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-American neighborhood.  In honor 
of Martin Luther King Day, Fielder curator Nancy Bennett has 

put together this exhibition of photos, arti-
cles, and other materials focusing on the 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ŘǳōōŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ IƛƭƭΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛπ
tion will run for the next 30 days. See  photo 
to the left. 
 

Advertising Giveaways  Also check out 

the exhibit of advertising giveaways from Ar-
ƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ мфрлǎ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎΥ ȅŀǊŘǎǘƛŎƪǎΣ ǇŜƴǎΣ 
ash trays, etc. One unusual item (and it may 
not have been a giveaway) is a card table 
whose surface looks somewhat like a Monop-
oly board, but with Arlington merchants! See 
two photos belowτone the complete table 
top, and the other some of the detail. 
 


