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. . Arlington on Tapd October and November 3
History of Dalworthington Gardens programs

From the Dalworthington Gardens website-

(cityofdwg.net), as written by Pam Bagby Conversation overheard about the Fielder 6
House Museum!

Editor's Note: Dalworthington Gardens (DWG) is
an incorporated city of 1.8 square miles, whose
northern border is the town of Pantego. Both
DWG and Pantego are totally surrounded by the
city of Arlington. The population in 2015 has

Arlington Garden Club 6

fiThanks f or ot2h0el 6Nbe molr i7e s

. . Honoring Arlingtonds|] Con|serva
been estimated at 2,373; in 1950 there were The Historical Socieltyosl very
only 267 residents. The city is often referred to Annual Fundraiserd Sat. Nov. 5 at 6 pm
as "a rural oasis in the heart of the metroplex." -

Meadowbrook Park, once Entertainment 8

DWG lies within the Arlington Independent

. . Mecca in Arlington, by Beverly Reynolds
School District. Dalworthington Gardens has a J Y yRey

most unusual history, which follows.

The City of
z How well do you know Arlington Downs?
Dalworthington Gardens Loors o page
L%ata/aﬂdid c7e f/; /;a&(a/ .
N 1. Who constructed Arlington Downs?

2. Where was it located?

3. Who was the architect?

4. When was it opened?

5. What was the size of Arlington Downsgrandstand
seating capacity and length of the track?

6. What is the only remaining structure left today?

7. There are two historic markers for Arlington Downs.

continued on page 2
( page 2) Where are they located?
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History of Dalworthington Gardens (continued from page 1)

In the spring of 1933, Carl G. Mosig bought his 15acre homestead on Arkansas Lane. His wife, Lelid,
explains, "There was no Dalworthington Gardens. Arkansas Lane was, as the name implies, a simple coufitry
lane." While working in Fort Worth, Carl met Elliott Roosevelt, who married a local girl. Elliott, son of Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt, brought his mother, Eleanor, to visit Mosig one day. Active in the subsisterjce
homestead program initiated by her husband, Eleanor expressed interest in the vacant land south of Mosjg's
place. "Soon | learned that Elliott's mother had established one of her idealistic colonies next to my home: D&l-
worthington Gardens," ninety-one year old Mosig proudly recalls.

The unique history of the Gardens has been the subject of several scholarly papers. Herbert W. Antlay's
1980 mastersd thesis at The University of Texas@fat
study of Dalworthington Gardens and the Subsistence Homestead Program 1933," probably best traces the
community's early development. The National Industrial Recovery Act was enacted by Congress on June L6,
1933, to resolve aspects of the worst depression ever experienced by the United States. Title II, which initiatgéd a
Public Works Administration, included funding for the purchase of subsistence homesteads in rural areas, the
purpose of which was "to provide for aiding the redistribution of the overbalance of population in industria
centers."

On November 23, 1933, the state's advisory committee met with Carl C. Taylor, Assistant Subsistefice
Division Director, and federal engineer Francis J. Clair to discuss a proposed homestead location between [ort
Worth and Dallas. A 21-member committee was selected to represent local interests. The group inspected gev-

nearly 600 acres, the largest of the five Texas projects, and with its accessibility to the Dalk®t Worth pike

(the Bankhead Highway, and modern Division St.) from Bowen Stop road.

Project Approved B

On December 2, 1933, Secretary of the Interior and Publi -

Works Administrator Harold L. Ickes organized the Federal Subsis-

tence Homestead Corporation and approved several projects, includir

the one near Arlington, Texas. (Editor's note: A few black and white

photos of DWG in the 1930s, from the Library of Congress, are show

in this article.) Carl C. Taylor and Francis J. Clair met with the commit-

tee again on December 12 to announce official approval of the proj

and to form Dalworthington Gardens, Incorporated. Taylor was desigg

nated the government representative, and committee members

pointed were Colonel William Easterwood and Hiram Williamson of
Dallas, Fort Worth attorney Walter B. Scott and E. E. Davis of Arling-
| ton, dean of North Texas Agricultural College. Other members of th
corporation included Farm and Ranch editor Frank Briggs.

: Antley adds, "It was one of Briggs' associates, T. C. Richardsop,
| who suggested that the name of the project be an admixture of the thrge
nearby cities: Dallas, Fort Worth, and Arlington.
The Dalworthington Gardens charter was approved, and in early 1934
the federal government allotted $250,000 for the land purchase. TRe
land was divided into seventynine sites that varied in size from three tg

® thirty -two acres. Forty-three acres was reserved for a community hous

(continued on page 4)
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Arlington on Tap Oct. 11 - Save the date!

The popular, free Arlington on Tap lecture series con-
tinues at 6 p.m. October 11 (a Tuesday) with what promises to be an e
opening talk by UTA Vice President of Research Dr. Duane Dim@és
photo to the right. His subject:Research highlights at UTA
All Arlington on Tap sessions take place at downtow gt
Arlington bars or bistros, t he | t h
W. Abram St. The Arlington Historical Society and Arlington Proud co- :
host Arlington on Tap, with media sponsorship ofArlington Todaymaga-
zine.
Al 611 grant you that o6r ef ) g hi
on the egghead side, but in fact the grountireaking research at UTAT | v
this year named an elite doctora
university by the Carnegie Institute
% I puts our hometown college in the Dr. Duane Dimos
/g same classification as universities
Jli ke Johns Hopkins, MI' T and] Ha
“ATapo0 coordinator. i Javerade laware-¢ a
ness individuals and thus perfectforOAaT ap attendd@es.
Before joining UTA, Dimos was vice president of the
science and technology divi gior
mier science and engineering lab for national security ang
technology innovation.
Just a sampling of current funded research at UTA includes studies of how shoc
waves injure the brains of soldiers in battle, cold therapy and enhanced circulation, predispositio
predictors of Alzheimer and the presence of amino acidsthe building blocks of lifei in space.
Alt would take heminutstalk, o @d ovea all jthe sxtitingare- g 0
sear at the university, but 1611 try to i v
Cart noted that September6s Arlington Tap
t own new Legal Draft Brewing, broke previ ofjus

UTA Athletic Director Jim Baker coming to "Tap" in November

Sure, this fateful Tuesday Nov. 8 is national election day, so vote
then make a note to catch Arlington on Tap at 6 p.m. that same night. B
then you'll be sick of politicians anyway. By so doing you'll hear Arlington on
Tap speaker Jim Baker, UTA's athletic director, - photo to the lefi® tell you
exactly how big athletics will be to the university's future: A hint: They're
going to be big. Very (huge) big to emulate one presidential candidate.

The place: Maverick Bar and Grill, 601 E. Main St.
The date and time : November 8 at 6 p.m.
Cost: Nada. Reservation? None required.

Jim Baker Don't worry about keeping up with the election outcome. Maverick's
has 25 TV screens and we'll keep at least a couple of them tuned to politics.
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History of Dalworthington Gardens (from p. 2)

and park. By summer, government workers remove
existing buildings and cleared the land. F. A. Mote,

Dallas contractor was awarded the construction co

tract and by October, 24 homes were under construc
tion.

Prospective buyers in Fort Worth and Dallas
were carefully screened. Applicants could not ear
monthly salaries over $200, though a prime consider:
tion was that ten percent of their income should cove
the monthly mortgage payments. Credit rating and
backgrounds were investigated. A letter from Dalwor
thington Gardens Project Manager I. T. Orr offered

applicants "four -

’ and five-room
houses costing th
homesteader ap
proximately
$3,000. They mus
be paid for over a
period of twenty
years, ranging

from $18 to $2
; per month,” and
he adds, "This being a model colony, none but earnes

people of good reputation will be accepted. Only fam
lies with a real desire to better their condition b
making a part of their living during unemployed
hours will be considered.” The houses were erected
phases as in manufactured housing. "One crew lai
the foundation, one built the sidings and walls, on
laid the pine floors, one installed the plumbing, anc
another put on the roof. By May, 1935, only five
months behind schedule, about 85 percent of the co
struction work on Dalworthington Gardens was com
pleted,” reported Antley.

During this period the subsistence homestes
program - plagued by bureaucratic problems at the
national level - was transferred by Executive Order to
the Resettlement Administration. This saved the pro
gram when the Supreme Court struck down the Na
tional Industrial Recovery Act on "Black Monday,"
May 27, 1935.

When the Resettlement Administration as
sumed responsibility, the screening process grew fro
a onepage application to a ninepage form, question
naires to applicants’ employers and landlords, ang
five personal references. Antley explains that the pu
pose was "to obtain information concerning the home
steader's work habits, his attitude toward his work

obligations, his honesty, his sobriety, and his willing
ness to meet his financial obligations on time." It of
ten took months to process the applications, while
prospective residents anxiously awaited the officiz
form letter of approval or disapproval.

Hardships Faced

The first settlers in the Gardens were faced
with several hardships- no fences, no garages or
driveways, no paved roads. Fuel for heating and
cooking was wood or coal until butane gas was fur-
nished later. Water was tainted by pipe formerly
used in an oil field; forcing residents to tote water
from a nearby spring until the problem was cor-
rected. (A local contractor was indicted in 1936 for
conspiring to defraud the government through the
sale of $4,442 worth of oil field pipe unsuitable for
carrying drinking water.)

Among the
first settlers was|
Hubert A. Tull,
who moved into his
home in June of
1935. Baylor stu-
dent Marcie Koch
reports that he had*
a cow, a calf, 25 t
30 chickens an
"scuffled" along to
success. Tull recalls
others not so lucky,
"About 52 families moved into the community the
same month. By October of that year, only 26 were
left.” "Many city folks did not know about country
life,” Koch's report continues. Claims Tull, "They
thought that all they would need to do was throw 2
few seeds out and they would have a garden, get
a few chickens and they'd have eggs the next week.

Raising livestock was especially hampered hy
the delay in fence construction. Antley states, "l
was not unusual for the animals to roam about th
project ruining other people's gardens and disrupt
ing their normal activities. A common sight around
the colony was a group of disgruntled residents herg
ing the animals back to their apologetic owners.
Some residents on Eleanor Drive became so disé
chanted with government delays that they had th
name of their street changed to Park Drive.

Pressures from Congress regarding balloo
ing costs of the subsistence communities and man
(continued on page 5)
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History of Dalworthington Gardens (from p. 4)

agement concerns of the Resettlement Administration led Roosevelt to approve a restructuring plan in 1936
which turned homestead projects over to local homestead associations. Remaining under federal supervision,
the associations would hold title to the land, select settlers, issue contracts to homesteaders, collect payments,
maintain the property and pay tax and insurance expenses.

Management Transferred

On June |, 1936, the Dalworthington Gardens Homestead Association signed a management cont
and deed of trust note- promising to pay the Resettlement Administration $143,000 over a 4@&ar period, plus
three percent annual interest (about 44 percent of the actual cost of the project). Each homestead was re
sented in the Association by one voting member, and a local snember board was selected to examine applic
tions and address project concerns. Homesteaders were offered-yar purchase contracts called "Tenure A"
agreements; "Tenure B" agreements were issued to new settlers for a epear probationary period. Monthly
payments were recorded in a Memorandum Homestead Ledger from June |, 1936, until 1949 when the fedé
loans were transferred to local savings and loan institutions by individual owners. The ledger remains ama
records at the Dalworthington Gardens City Hall today.

Antley outlines typical monthly mortgage payments of $15 to $18 including principal, interest, insurang
and taxes, plus a $2.50 management fee paid to the project manager. Water bills were about $2 for a maxi
of 10,000 gallons. In August of 1936, Guy Estill, who resided on Sunset Lane, was appointed project man
by the association. Besides collecting payments and water billings, he supervised repair of houses and acted as
liaison between residents and the Resettlement Administration. He was credited with marked improvement
management of the community.

In early 1937, only nine of the original 79 homesteads were vacant, those awaiting repair or contr
approvals. The community house located where the present City Hall stands was the hub of activity. "By mid
-1937, it appeared that everything in Dalworthington Gardens was operating smoothly and that most reside
were satisfied," explains Antley. Nationally, however, the Bankheadones Farm Tenant Act was passed whic

ended further homestead projects. Dalworthington Gardens was one of fifty projects placed under the author

of the newly established Farm Security Administration, though little change was felt at the local level. T
same year, Texas Industries, a local cooperative was formed. Members met at the community house to make
furniture, ladders and butter churns. A school bus service was provided toward the end of the year.

As Herbert Antley summarizes the dream come true
for Dalworthington Gardens in his masters' thesis, he corr ; :
ments that "many of the original homes still stand- though‘
most have structural modifications. The community house i 9 i
gone, a victim of age and progress, while a new City He
stands in its place. New, modern and expensive homes are
terspersed with neat, well kept little homesteads. There is ¢
immediate realization that this is some place special, a mi
ture of the past and the present.”

=

Editor's notes
This year, 2016, Dalworthington Gardens is celebrating its 80th year. The celebration is spearheaded by Velma
Bogart, City historian, long-time resident, and former councilwoman (pictured above).

You can find a 13minute video on DWG on You Tube; it is narrated by longtime residents.
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Conversation over
By Becky Tucker, Board Member

Recently while shopping at Lincoln Square, | overheard §
fellow shopper talking to the cashier while checking out.| was§
half listening while flipping through a nearby rack when | heard§
the words "Fielder Museum" and perked up my ears. The shop-gi
per asked, "Have you been to the museum on Fielder r&=
cently?" The cashier said no and the shopper answered, "weg
you really should go. The house has recently been renovated a®
the exhibits have been updated."The cashier then said, "well the
house certainly needed some repairs; it was really looking run down." The shopper continued her admiration by
saying the museum had so much Arlington history displayed there,” She encouraged the cashier to make it a
point to visit the Fielder Museum.

If you've been by the Fielder House recently, you know how much improvement has been made! If you
haven't been in a while, treat yourself to a nice visit!

Arlington Garden Club Schedules
Go to their website- http://arlingtontxgardenclu.wix.com/gardenclubarlington

Also see their Facebook pagei Ga r @lebrArlington TX fi

Thanks, Arlington Garden Club, for your contribution to the
upkeep and beautification of the grounds of the historic Fielder House!!

Answers téHow well do you know Arlington Downs o]

1. William T. Waggoner (18561934), a wealthy rancher and oilman, constructed this horseacing track on his 3D
Ranch and Stock Farm. Waggoner had developed a stable of fine thoroughbreds and quarter horses here in the 1920s.

2. It was located on thenorth side of the old Bankhead Highway (now Texas 180/E. Division St.) a few miles east of the
then city-limits of Arlington . The current Six Flags Drive runs north from E. Division St. through what was the middle
of the old race track.

3. Wiley Gulick Clarkson (18851952), a prominent Fort Worth architect from 1912 until his death, had designed W. T.
Waggoner's Rivercrest (Fort Worth) home. He was hired to design the grandstands, the Paddock, and the Club House
at Arlington Downs.

4. It was opened orNovember 1, 1929betting that the Texas Legislature would soon legalize pamutuel betting. How-
ever, that did not happen until 1933, and it would be repealed in 1937. After the repeal of pamiutuel betting, Arling-

ton Downs (now part of the estate of W. T. Waggoner; he died in late 1934) was sold to commercial developers. It wa
used for rodeos and other events until 1958, when the buildings were demolished..

5. There was a6,000seat grandstandlooking out on al and 1/4 mile race track The racetrack thrived as thor-
oughbred owners from across the country sent their horses to compete. During its first year of full operation with legal
wagering, 650 horses ran on the track, and the average daily attendance was 6,734.

6. The only remaining Arlington Downs structure isa decorative watering trough for horseslocated near the northeast
corner of E. Division St. and Six Flags Drive, on the grounds of Everest College's ME&ities Campus. On April 9, 2016,
the City of Arlington dedicated an Arlington Downs Landmark Marker at this site.

7. There is a City Landmark marker at the site ofthe old decorative watering trough as mentioned above (#6). The
other is a Texas Historical Marker dating to 1978; it is located in front of theéArlington Downs Tower office building on
the northwest corner of Six Flags Drive and E. Randol Mill Rd (at 2225 E. Randol Mill Rd.).
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SAVE THE DATE

ARLINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

Shanks for the cMemories”
O76

HONORING ARLINGTON'S CONSERVATIONISTS

We will celebrate their early efforts to conserve, recycle
and beautify our city with trees, native plants
and saving our historic natural landscapes.

Saturday, November 5, 2016
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Meadowbrook Recreation Center
Located in Arlington’s First City Park

This historic park is the perfect venue to recognize
our fine group of ultimate tree huggers!

Honored Guests:
Arlington Conservation Council
Julia Burgen Adel Campbell
John Darling Anita Gorman
Molly Hollar Josephine Keeney
Jan Miller Jane Oosterhuis

The Donovan Family The Hiler Women

Parks Board Members Sue Phillips and Glen Troutman
AHS Board Members Rebecca Tucker and The Barcrofts

Master of Ceremonies Gary Packan
Call 817-460-4001 for Tickets: $50 per person; $350 per table of eight

Dinner provided by Barnes BBQ & Catering
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Meadowbrook Park i Once Entertainment Mecca in Arlington

(This article was written by Historical Society member Beverly Reynolds.
It appeared some years ago in th8tar-Telegram

5dz2NAy3 GKS mMpona yR Wnnas ! NIAy3IG2ys dzyt A1 SP20K
pal park with a nine hole golf course and a huge swimming pool. The park still exists, but is no longer the gnain
summer entertainment area of Arlington.

In the 1930s, the Arlington Garden Club maintained a rose garden
that was bounded by a rock wall along Willis Street on the west and

Johnson Creek on the east. As a very small child | remember playing in

the garden while my mother and Gertrude Johns weeded or cleared

paths every so often. All pretense of keeping up the rose garden disap-

peared when WW Il began. The women who did not go to work in the

defense plants spent every spare minute folding bandages for the Red

Cross or volunteering in other warelated activities. Weed and brambles

once again claimed that edge of Johnson creek. The weeds remained un-

til the Cooper House was moved to Willis Street to become first the Ar-

fAYy3i2y tdooftAO ftAONINE YR (4KSy GKS I NYAy3hGz2y 2Y |y
To enter the park, one crossed a heavy wooden bridge that

spanned Johnson Creek. The circular road still curves around and through

the park, only it is paved now. H V SRVH *BUGHC
When | was small, there was a brown sandstone monkey house

in the park. Often we took bits of fruit or bread to feed the monkeys and be entertained by their antics. Near fhe

monkey cage someone had built a fifgacked clay croquet court. When my grandfather came to visit, he lovjgd

to go to the park and play croquet or sit on the sideline benchds

and watch others play.
The swimming pool lay at one end of the wooded par

land that was inside the circular gravel road. The two or threg

young men who were hired as summer lifeguards were admirdo

soda jerks or ushers at The Texan Theater. Outside of babyit-
ting, the job market for girls was practically nil.

weekend, which still seems sensible for Texas summers. Hours were from 10 a.m. until 9 or 10 p.m. Somdtimes
my family swam after supper while waiting for the house to cool enough to be bearable for sleeping.

. SO0ldzaS 2F GKS LI NJ]Qa NBONBFGA2YIE TFlLIOAtAGAZaAZ
FNASYR 5Fo0ySe adaNLJK FyR L 2y0S Oladzaftte &l yRSNES 20
pany picnic food. In the crowd, no one wondered where two more teens came from. Teens lucky enough to gave
the family car for an errand always circled the swimming pool to see what was going on and who was there. jrs.
hadd / NAooa (SLI Fy SF3ItsS SesS 2y (KS 3IANI &aQ RNBagpAy3
chaperoned. In Meadowbrook Park, | got my worst sunburn, my worst case of poison ivy and my worst fall fom
a bag swing into Johnson Creek because of some bum advice from Bill Hughes.

Long gone are the monkey house, the croquet ground, the swimming pool, and two of the golf holes fbut
when circling the park last summer, | instinctively looked up to see who was on the high diving board.



