Newsletter

« JUNE/JULY 2017

Stories from the

Arlington Archives !

The Arlington Journal

Passes its Thirtieth Year
A story from the Arlington Journal,
September 27, 1929

In 1899, George A. Byrus, a printer, came to Arling-
ton and began the publication of a small, four-page
newspaper, thereby establishing The Arlington
Journal, now celebrating its thirtieth anniversary
with this issue. This first issue of the Journal was
printed on an old-fashioned Washington hand
press back in the days of the 1880s when power
presses were considered too expensive for the
small "print shops." This old press of Mr. Byrus'
was second-hand, bought from a defunct office in
Mineral Wells, yet gave good service, according to
the good recollections of several pioneer citizens
with whom we have talked. The Journal office in
those days, like many other businesses of the
"wooden shack" town, was located in a shed on
the corner where Wessler & Co. is now located.
The rent for this place amounted to $2.50 per
month, which shows the values of business prop-
erty in those "good old days."” This was thirty long
years ago.

Mr. Byrus did not have the honor of being Arling-

ton's first editor. This honor, we believe, after

careful investigation, belongs to Willis Timmerman
(continued on page 2)

1616 W. Abram St.
(at the Historic Fielder House)
Arlington, TX 76013-1709 817-460-4001

Geraldine Mills, Director
fielderh@swbell.net
Web & www.historicalarlington.org
Facebook 6 iFi el der House M

Hours: Fielder House: Tues. through
Sat. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (or by appointment)
Knapp Heritage Park: Sat. & Sun. 1-4 p.m.

In this Issue

Arlington Archivesd Story of the Arlington
Journal from the September 27, 1929 issue 1

Excerpts from the Arlington Citizen-Journal
Employee Manuab 1958

Attention all Historical Society Members
and Friendsd AND Amazon users !

Tom Thumb Shopper$ you can have your 4
reward card linked to the A.H.S. !!

AThe Rest otheArihgton St o|r y50
Journal, the Citizen,and the Citizen-Journal
Happenings in June and July 6
Kroger Shoppersd you can have a percent- 7
age of your purchases go to the A.H.S. !!

Arlington Garden Club 8

Arlington Seaman George A. Coke, casualty 8
on Dec. 7, 1941, returning home at last

I Excerpts from the Arlington Citizen-Journal
| Employee Manual- 1958 I

IArIington Historical Society supporter Arthur Payne, Citi- I

usevu

zenJournal employee from 1958 to the 1980s, has donati:d

| his copy of the Employee Manual of theCitizen-Journal to

the Historical Society. Thank you Arthur. I
Organization I

[
Citizen-Journal, Inc. is your employer. It is a
Icompany with a memorable past, dating from the
founding of the Arlington Journal in July of 1897.
It is the oldest continuing business in Arlington
l and has done much to help shape the history of
Ithe community. |

|The name of Citizen-Journal, Inc. came into being [
in 1957 with the merger of the Arlington Journal
and the Arlington Citizen , a weekly newspaper

Iand printing firm which had been inaugurated in
1936. After the merger, the Citizen and the

1 Journal were published as "twin weekly" news -
I (continued on page 6)
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The Arlington Journal (continued from page 1)

who was, some 35 years ago, mayor, editor, and postmaster of this city. It was he who established The
Democrat, later purchased and printed by John B. McGraw.

Mr. Byrus had, previous to establishing the Journal, been employed as a printer by Mr. McGraw in the
Democrat office. A year and a half after the Democrat ceased publication, Byrus returned to Arlington
and, in 1899, began the Journal, which has been printed continuously each week for thirty years. Mr.
McGraw had a career here that was tempestuous and short-lived, as he was a man of extreme frankness
and delved into politics of the day in no little way, and, ironically, was a staunch Republican, although
editor of the Democrat. An editorial which was especially vindictive of the good policy of William
Jennings Bryan proved to be his undoing. The Democrats of Arlington, after reading this editorial, were
very bitter against the paper and it was finally forced to suspend publication after about a year and a half
existence. The old Democrat office was located on the second floor of a two-story wooden building on
the corner where Webb Bros. drug store is now located. The discontinuation of The Democrat gave Mr.
Byrus an opportunity to establish the Journal.

Editor Byrus sold the Journal to William and Layton Stanberry in 1903, who formed a firm known as Stan-
berry Bros., and published the paper until 1907, when it was sold to W. A. Bowen, and the Arlington
Printing Company was formed. Mr. Bowen, a capable editor, well loved and successful, died in 1920. The
competitive paper, The Gazette, edited by E. G. Senter, had sprung up and was later called The Suburban
Express, with free circulation. Neither paper prospered, and finally in 1924, a consolidation was made
and W. G. Carter became the editor. Mr. Carter ran the paper for about one year, until July 1, 1924,
when it was taken in charge by J. S. and F. L. Perry. F. L. Perry sold his interests June 1, 1929, to his
brother, S. L. Perry, of Mercedes, Texas, and the firm of Perry Bros. publishing the Journal now, is com-
posed of J. S. and S. L. Perry.

"Tis not difficult for the average man to vision Arlington in 1899 as it really was: just an average country
town of the dull days of the past, with its Saturday crowd, with its unpainted wooden buildings, with the
ring of the blacksmith's hammer upon the anvil, with sandy streets leading off to the rural sections and
lost in the briars and sand around a farm home, with its "hosses" that "saddle" and those that don't --
the days when newspapers were things to be picked up and read only on Sunday afternoons when
"company" failed to show up -- 'tis easy to remember those days, and startle your mind when you see
the flicker of a car as it hums down the pavement in these days of modern improvements--easy to see
that "times have changed" and something has happened. (Editor's note: I'm out of breath, with that un-
believably long sentence!) Yet there has been no less change than this in newspaper circles. Looking
back over the past and tracing the line of progress, we find that the Journal has grown from a four-page,
hand-set sheet, printed on a Washington hand press under adverse conditions, to an eight-page paper,
with two modern linotype machines, four electrically equipped presses, and a large circulation that cov-
ers Arlington territory in a thorough manner.

The editorial policy of the paper has undergone a change no less marked, perhaps, than its mechanical

department. Thirty years ago it was the custom of newspapers generally to pursue a policy of radicalism

in politics, often times catering to the bickerings and differences of its readers, thereby creating heated

debates through its columns and attempting to cause more interest in its appearance. Today it is the
(continued on page 3)
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The Arlington Journal (continued from page 2)

policy of this paper to give both sides of every question in an unbiased, informative way, to discourage
differences that might arise among our citizenship on public questions and to promote tolerance, under-
standing, and good fellowship among the people of the town.

For the past two years the anniversary edition has consisted of approximately forty pages and has drawn
much editorial comment from the weekly and daily newspapers of the State. This is our thirtieth anniver-
sary edition and its volume speaks for itself. We trust we have not failed in making it an issue in keeping
with our city and one that will go out to thousands of readers reflecting credit on Arlington and this
great, prosperous, progressive, growing section.

TTTTTTTTE
This article is from "Death Notices and Miscellaneous News Items from The Arlington Journal, Volume 3 -
1925-33," compiled by W. E. Keller, and published by The Arlington Genealogical Society, 2004.
TTTTTTTTE

It seems that there are two errors in this September 27, 1929 article from The Arlington Journal, and they
both appear in the first sentence.

1, The first edition of the Arlington Journal was in 1897 (not 1899, as reported in the September 27,
1929 issue of the Arlington Journal). The Arlington Central Library has partial microfilm holdings
of the Arlington Journal and its successor, the Arlington Citizen-Journal, starting with Vol. 1, No. 4
of the Journal dated Friday, August 20, 1897, through to the last editions of the Citizen-Journal in
1995. The University of Texas at Arlington Special Collections Libraries website states, "the Arling-
ton Journal was established on Friday, July 30, 1897." The Journal was a weekly publication.

¢CKS adaNyIFYS 2F GKS 2NAIAAYLFE Lzt AaKSN gl &
tember 27, 1929 issue of the Arlington Journal. In Volume 1 of the W. E. Keller publication, the
original publisher of the Arlington Journal is given as George A. Byus. This spelling was no doubt
GF1Sy FTNRBY GKS YAONRBTFALY K2t RAy3aa 2F GKS
FNRY GKS / SyJdouddalf [ A0 NIF NB QE
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G¢KS wSad 2F 0KS {G2NE
Events Subsequent to the 1929 article in the Arlington Journal
by O.K. Carter

(begins on page 5!)
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ALL ARLINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
AND AMAZON USERS !

Did you know that every time you purchase through Amazon, you can have a portion of the purchase
price sent to the Arlington Historical Society!!

Board member Becky Tucker says, "l found this very easy to do and once | made Arlington Historical
Society, Inc. my charity of choice, | was notified that 16 items | had previously ordered from Amazon
were eligible for a donation by Amazon! What an easy way to support our Arlington Historical Soci-
ety!"

You just need to use "AmazonSmile." So whatdés tljfat

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization

every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com youol | f ifjfn d
same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com , with the
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your selected charitable or-

ganization.

So, how do | get started using  AmazonSmile ?

Simply go to  Smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. Add
a bookmark to it to make it even easier to return. On your first visit, you'll see "Select a Charity."
1 Click on the "Search" box to the right of "Pick your own charitable organization"
1 Then scroll down and select "Arlington Historical Society, Inc." in Arlington, Texas (not the
one in Arlington, Virginia!)
71 That's all there is to it, and you need do this only once

o Thumb-

You can now have your To
Thumb Rewards card linked to
support the Arlington Historical
Society.

Go to the Customer Servic
Booth and tell them you would Iij

Cotton Markett Main and Center Streetst 1916

to link your Rewards card to the
Arlington Historical Society, which
is Good Neighbor Program (GNP
# 13785. Thanks!

L

Arlington was a cotton center in those days. Tons of cot-
ton were shipped from the cotton dock at the train de-
pot in 1916. The 1910 mineral well on the lower right of
the photo was a favorite spot for citizens to sit and chat.

L—


http://smile.amazon.com/
http://amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2F&h=ATO-NhgbhbgTf9j9VQlWm0uTrBt-42umMCmAAumdeIjDxmk3dor5820YV--ds8vyRxM4v_pVEwG4bXAosKhmWxWnBMc7IZlfIU0GL58q_zxdP2lIAvFb12VlotrHFvBTqULy&enc=AZP_pRkSVG9PJMmYbvFK1QEopgLwgbouJr9gPogOWswTT0BsiSWC_no0
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GeKS wSad 27 GKS {azNek
Events Subsequent to the 1929 Article in the Arlington Journal : |

I (the Arlington Journal, the Citizen, the Citizen-Journal, and beyond)
I by O.K. Carter

O. K. Carter joined the Arlington  Citizen -Journal in 1972. He was editor and publisher of the

Citizen -Journal , as well as publisher for the  Arlington Star -Telegram . He retired in 2008 after

nearly 40 years in the newspaper business. He received close to 100 journalism awards dur- I
Iing his career, and he continues in Arlington's media scene in retirement

| CKS Ay@2ft @SYSyld 2F Co®[ & o[ dzi KSNE tAQimgm;oumarléyG;
that began on page 1) with the Journal was a relatively long one, from 1925 to 1947, when he leased the
I paper to his sons-in-laws, Bennie Young and Charlie Gregory. Perry proclaimed himself exhausted after
being a virtual one-man newspaper during World War |l ¢ skilled printers, ad salesmen and reporters
AAYLX & 6SNBYyQU | @I AflofSd t SNNE ONASTt & NBédifSR
Ito a pair of lllinois journalists, Albert Altwegg Jr. and R.M. Weicker. Though the population of Arlington
gl & Y2RSadx o2dzi tXynn: GKS (g2 YSy inzdzaKl 0 F
I Fort Worth promised great future potential.
Perry had reported on the rise and fall of horse racing in Arlington and he wrote many articlesl
Iabout the bootlegging industry ¢ Arlington once had numerous stills ¢ along with articles about war
shortages and hints about pending future growth. I
Not that Perry, or the Altwegg-Weicker team, were to have Arlington to themselves. In October
1934 competition arrived via the colorful A.H. Wheeler ¢ a self-LINR Of | A YSR & O2 dejnig- NB ¢
I ton Citizen was a traditional rural newspaper, but Wheeler personally was anything else but a staid man.
He was an organizer for the controversial
Cl YSNDa& 9RdzOF GA2YV I f
and he also believed in radio, broadcasting
Id¢r<é [ 2dzy i NB 9 RA G2 NE
His most familiar theme was that of advocating {
GGKS fAGGES YIyé &
Ishow proved popular and increased first from | ... ... The ﬁr||nat£l_!_";ouma

one show a week to two and then six days a| Over 5,000 Personnel At Fort Worth Aix Base I

:"&‘: Bt *vs Tort weith ~&7 ‘cm- .
week on the more popular and powerful KFJZ | 55" &»- ~
radio. Saturday afternoons the show was 50TH ANNIVENSARY EOITION I
b 10N voun v o vees
I broadcast live from the Aggie Theater in down- %o The Hriingion Journal

town Arlington and included a popular chil- ,ﬂgl'h'{{mqga“r_r”@s In’ Arfingtoa y . Votes AURUSL 2,802

- .~ -_"'c;"--" focaig by Lt v B
— —— S =

/ w = ﬁ';'mv?mv -:'"w- '
ScTion awnr be T _."!' 9” Journa N d
NTAC Started as reo

RNBYQa FYF{iSdNI Gt Sy ﬂ
way Wheeler also ran for congress, unsuccess- = A
I fuIIy. BOYH ANNIVERSARY EDITION I

Indeed, Wheeler had so many irons in the fire ¢ including ownership of several other area news-
I papers C that in 1940 he turned over control of the Arlington paper to his son, Lowell Wheeler. In 1946'
the Arlington Citizen was sold to a man who was to become a legendary local newsman and pundit C
George Hawkes.
I (continued on page 7)
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Arlington Citizen-Journal Employee Manual- 1958 (continued from page 1) I
I papers dedicated to increasing service to the community as publishers and printers. |

In 1964, a major expansion program was accomplished following the affiliation of the Citizen-JournaII
with the Fort Worth  Star-Telegram. This program included erection of an entirely new newspaper and I
|printing plant, a shift to offset printing of the papers, as well as greatly accelerated operations in the
Ifields of publication, circular, and general commercial printing. While the Citizen and the Journal are de- ||
signed to basically serve as a communications and advertising medium for just Arlington, the other
| phases of the business serve customers throughout the Fort Worth  -Dallas area and beyond. I

IManagement of the firm is conducted by four men who were owners and operators of  Citizen-Journal

| prior to affiliation with the  Star-Telegram. They are: George W. Hawkes, president and executive editor;
J. Miller Bunkley, vice president and production superintendent; Charles T. Hawkes, secretary and man-

| aging editor; and R.M. Weicker, treasurer and business manager. Members of the board of directors in-

IcIude George W, Hawkes; R.M. Weicker; Amon Carter, Jr.; J. Lee Johnson, IlIl; and Emmins McCord.

|General Policies, attitudes, and goals...

las a newspaper, Citizen-Journal maintains an independent political stance, based on a strong feeling for

Ithe rights and responsibilities of the individual. It believes in taking a stand on issues and on men when
it feels that by so doing it may bring constructive ideas before and improved leadership to the commu-

| nity to which its whole service is dedicated. Its posture is to serve Arlington and its people in all the best
ways possible.

ISuperior quality of products, both newspapers and printed matter, is the primary goal in areas of pro-
duction. Honesty, integrity and forthrightness are more important than popularity, even though it seeks
| to please the public as nearly as this is consistent with its principles.

IThe firm and its management seek to be fully involved in the community and its employees are all en-
|couraged to relate to the company and to the community in this manner so that each and all may benefit.

F——————————

June/July Happeningsfi Arlington Historical Society

ISaturday, June 24i Memorial service for Seaman First Class George A. Coke,
U.S.S. Oklahoma, killed in the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7,
1941. First United Methodist Church, at 1 p.m. See his remarkable story on page 8.

good seat for the fireworks. There will be food vendors on Front Street.
Tuesday, July 4, starting at 9 a.m. i City of Arlington 4th of July Parade (the first
one was in 1965). Come by Knapp Heritage Park at 1 p.m. for the Parade Awards

Iworks and entertainment. Bring your lawn chairs to Knapp Heritage Park for a
ICeremony refreshments available.

Monday, July 3, 5to 9 p.m.i 0Li ght Up Ar-lin boyvintowid Arlington. Fire-I
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Ié( ¢ KS wSail -2heAriingtds Jogrinl2theXitizen, the Citizen-Journal, and I
I beyond. (continued from page 5)

George Hawkes and his brother, Charles, ran the Arlington Citizen for a decade until 1957. With
owners of both the Citizen and Journal weary of fighting each other for readers and advertisers, the two
papers merged with George Hawkes as publisher, Charles Hawkes as editor and Weicker as business

IYI-YI-EISNID ¢tKSe |faz2z NBO2IyAT SR UKL éSA}Iingtor)’Eaﬂ'yiSNJ

News Texan, eventually shortening its name to Arlington Daily News.

I Stories in the Arlington Citizen-Journal included creation of the Great Southwest Industrial District
and Six Flags Amusement Park, the building of Lake Arlington and Arlington State College winning the
IJunior Rose Bowl. I

In 1964, Carter Publications (the Star-Telegram) purchased a major block of Citizen-Journal stock,
Ithough the Hawkes and Weicker remained in place as managers until Capital Cities purchased the Star-

¢St SANI Y AyWampRHYA WIKBSRK /020K GKS ¢SElFa tNBaal! aa

ciation, its staff winning sweepstakes award after award, clearly establishing a place as the best non-
I daily newspaper in Texas. I
As Arlington grew, the Star-Telegram sharpened its focus on Arlington, eventually winning a
I newspaper war with the Dallas Morning News to become the dominant newspaper in the city. The Citi-
zen-Journal was first folded into the Star-Telegram, then eliminated in favor of the Arlington-Star Tele-
gram. The Citizen-Journal was eventually rediscovered by the S-T and now appears as a paper with zoned I
advertising, and as a S-T insert featuring mostly local news.

I The Citizen Journal (and its predecessors the Journal and the Citizen), were the dominant newspa- I
per voices in Arlington for almost a century. And the Citizen Journal is still with us, delivered to some
I 90,000 households in Arlington as a part of the Star-Telegram. I

L | | | L | | | L | | | L | | | L I

Now everyone can be an Arlington Historical Society
supporter!

Attention:  Kroger Shoppers! Support the Arlington Historical
Society through your purchases at any Kroger.

You can now sign up for and/or register your Kroger shopping
card online to support us by visiting  http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com and clicking
the Sign In/Register link at the top right side and following the steps.

Upon the final step, enter the Arlington Historical Society's name or organization number

39017 in the OFind Your Organizationo6 field and

ciety wunder Organization Name (the Iine wil!/l
Changes. 0

Now this is important (and a bit frustrating): the process has to be renewed annually during
the month of August; itis not a one -time deal.

t

L


http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
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Arlington Garden Club

Website - http://arlingtontxgardenclu.wixsite.com/gardenclubarlington/garden-club-
council-of-ft-worth (this is a new website)

Facebook page garden club- arlington tx

Arlington boy returning home at last
Seaman First Class George Anderson Coke, Jr.
lost his life aboard the USS Oklahoma
Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941

George A. Coke, born in 1923, enlisted in the U.S. Navy his senior year§in
Arlington High School. He was serving on the USS Oklahoma, moored fat
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941, when the Japanese strygk
there. The Oklahoma sustained multiple torpedo hits, which caused it §

quickly capsize. The attack resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, inclypl-
ing Coke. No single vessel at Pearl Harbo

with the exception of the Arizona, suffere

as many fatalities. % a 496§
22 UNKNOWNS

- USS OKLAHOMA
The remains of the unknown deceased cre PEARL HARBOR

were interred in mass graves, marked as i DECEMBER 7 1941
the stone to the right. P e o

In April 2015, the Department of Defense

directed the disinterment of the remaining unknowns associated with the

USS Oklahoma. The exhumed remains from the National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific, also known as the Punchbowl, were taken for analysis.

DNA analysis and circumstanti al evidence werp uU:¢
nephew, now living in Georgia, received a call with information that his DNA matched with Georgg
Coke, his uncle.

honors and burial under the headstone that has been waiting for him almost 76 years. On that dayg§ a
memorial service for him will be held at First United Methodist Church in Arlington, starting at 1

p. m. The public is invited. Cokeds remains il
sout heast corner of Mary and East 2nd Streetp, |
1937) and mother, Julina Jane Tomlin Coke (189%960), and other relatives are buried.

This Memorial Day week can be celebrated with special meaning, knowing that this Arlington boy wjl
soon be home again.



